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sunk, and died the night after she was attacked. She had had no motion, nor 
passed any urine, during her short but severe illness. 

Dissection. —A considerable quantity of fluid escaped from the abdomen, of 
an urinous smell. There was no trace of gangrene nor of inflammation. All 
the viscera were healthy. The uterus contained a four month’s foetus. On the 
posterior side of the bladder, about the middle of its longitudinal diameter, a 
circular perforation was found, about two lines in diameter. The edges of this 
opening were neither gangrenous, inflamed, nor liard; they were as smooth as 
it a portion had been removed by a punch. In every other part the bladder was 
perfectly healthy.— Lond. Med. and Phys. Journ. from the Journ. Complement 
Zaire, July , 1828. 

30. Case of Paralysis of the Right Side , with Affection of the same Side of the 
Drain. By Dr. Bechet.— But few cases have been recorded in which a para¬ 
lysis of one side of the body has depended upon a disease of the brain of the 
same side, and even the possibility of the fact lias been doubted. Dr. Leuret 
relates, in the Journal des Progres, Vol. XL a very interesting case of this de¬ 
scription. A man, aged sixty-six, of a sanguineous temperament, was attacked, 
January 26th, 1828, with paralysis of the right side, with difiiculty of speaking. 
On the 8th of February he entered the Hospital of St. Charles, at Nantz, at 
which period he presented the following symptoms: mouth half open and drawn 
to the left side, tongue inclined to the right side, speech slow and difficult, almost 
complete immobility and insensibility of the right arm; pulse tense and very 
irregular, respiration abdominal. lie died on the 13tli of February, and on ex¬ 
amination, the cranium and dura mater were found healthy; the arachnoid was 
opaque on the right hemisphere of the brain, and slightly so on the left: yel¬ 
lowish softening near the right optic thalamus, and tile corpus striatum of the 
same side presented a softened and grayish spot. 

31. Cartilaginous Degeneration of the Stomach. —Dr. Dieffexhach relates in 
Dust’s Maguzin, t. xxvi. the case of a woman who had for twelve years a move¬ 
able, round tumour in the abdomen, which many physicians had pronounced to 
be a scirrhus ovary. This woman was never affected with nausea, vomiting, or 
any of the signs usually attendant on scirrhus of the stomach. On examination 
after death it was found that the tumour was formed by the stomach itself, which 
had become cartilaginous, and at its anterior part an inch thick: at the poste¬ 
rior part of this viscus only there was a small membranous portion of less thick¬ 
ness. The cartilaginous parietes of the stomach could not exercise any move¬ 
ment or trituration whatever, whence it would result that the movement of this 
organ is not necessary for the comminution of the food. This specimen of pa¬ 
thological anatomy, so interesting for the physiology of digestion, is preserved 
in the Koval Museum at Berlin. 


MATERIA MEDIC A. 

32. Laxative of Senna and Prunes. —“ Of the many different methods of pre¬ 
paring this old-fashioned, but excellent domestic aperient, perhaps the follow¬ 
ing will be found to be the most pleasant and effective. Take of senna leaves 
half an ounce; supertartrate of potass, half a drachm; water half a pint; boil 
gently for ten minutes, and strain. To the liquor, put half an ounce of sugar, 
and half a pound of French plumbs; let them simmer until the liquor be nearly 
absorbed by the plumbs. 

“This old form has the advantage of being easily carried in the memory— 
half a pint of water, half an ounce of senna, half an ounce of sugar, half a 
drachm of cream of tartar, half a pound of plumbs.”— Lond. .1 fed. and Surg. 
Journ. Jan. 1829. 
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33. Variolaria Amera as a substitute for Quinquina .—According to M. Cassc- 
becr, this species of lichen which grows in abundance on the bark of the beech 
tree in mountainous forests, possesses a bitter principle similar to that of the 
quinquina- It results from the experiments tried by the author upon this plant, 
that it has the same febrifuge properties as the Peruvian bark.— Archives Gene¬ 
rates, January, 1829, from the Magazinfrir Pharm. Feb. 1827. 

34. New Cinchona. —“ >1. Goxuat, Professor of Botany at Bogota, in New 
Granada, has recently discovered a new species of cinchona in the extensive 
forests which surround the city of Muzo, to which he has given the name Cin¬ 
chona Muzonensis, with the following character:—Cinchona Muzonensis, folds 
ovata-oblongis, acutis, basi attenuatis, stipulis revolutis panicula hachiata, co- 
rollis albis, limbo imberbi.”— Land. Med. arid Surg. Journ. Nov. 1828. 

35. Purgative property of Convolvulus Sepium. —“Twenty pounds of the root 
of tills plant, gathered in April, yielded one pound twelve ounces, avoirdupois, 
of watery extract, which, in doses of from fifteen to twenty grains, acted freely 
on the bowels. Haller affirms, that the expressed juice of tills herb, taken in 
the dose of twenty or thirty grains, possesses the virtues of scammonv; and 
hence it is sometimes called German scammony.”— Med. Botany. 

36. Effects of Bitter Almonds. —“ Half an ounce of bitter almonds eaten in the 
morning, previously to taking food, produced at die end of half an hour violent 
pain in the head and nausea, which lasted for three hours; no other signs of 
poisoning were present. The vapour of ammonia being respired afforded no 
relief.”— Bull, dcs Sciences Med. Juillet, 1828. 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

37. Case of Gastro-entero<ephalilis, attended with malignant symptoms, and 
■s uccessfully treated. By M. Bjioussais. —The tenth volume of the Annals of the 
Physiological Medicine contains a case of typhus gravior by XL Broussais, which 
I have been tempted to translate for the perusal of the American physician. It 
is every way worthy of his serious consideration; a most violent form of fever, 
attended with alarming symptoms, finally overcome by means so simple and 
apparently so inefficacious, as to astonish the active practitioner. Could we 
have the courage to follow pari passu the founder of the physiological medi¬ 
cine, and rely on similar means in the treatment of our fatal forms of fever, 
there is reason to believe that we should less frequently have to deplore the 
inefficacy of our art, and perhaps never thehurtfultendencies of our remedies. 
Let tire stimulators meditate on this case, and compare it with similar ones in 
their own hands. 

The details might have been considerably abridged without detriment, but 1 
thought it better to give them in full; for the case may be considered, as it re¬ 
gards the power of antiphlogistic treatment in these fevers, a specimen of many 
others scattered through the volumes of that valuable Journal. 

Henry Bethunc, student of medicine, aged twenty years, of plethoric, robust, 
and well constituted habit of body, has been occasionally subject to derange¬ 
ment of the digestive function, which he usually treated with emetics. lie has 
lived in Paris for the last eighteen months, and had more frequent attacks ol 
this complaint, attended with violent head-ache, aggravated, no doubt, bv his 
constant application to study. lie had been for some days suffering from this 
complaint, without however relinquishing his daily pursuits, when on the 2Gth 
of February he took a walk with a friend during bad weather beyond the city, 
and returned to his lodgings in the evening affected with fever. 

The next day he was in the following stale; tongue coated with white fur, 



